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Psalm 23, Psalm 121:1-2, John 3:16-17, John 
16:33, 1 Peter 1:3-5 
 
We didn’t really get any April showers and yet there 
are May flowers. Isn’t it funny how we still get the 
flowers of spring even when all of the elements do 
not seem to be present. We sometimes abandon the 
hope of that beauty when we don’t receive the rain. 
This is when Grace steps into the picture of our 
lives. Even though all of the elements do not appear 

to be present to produce the beauty of spring flowers, the earth still 
sends them forward. This is also how it may appear pertaining to a 
relationship with God when all the elements are not always present; 
through grace we can still rest in the faith that we too are not aban-
doned. 
 
When I worked for the City of Phoenix I thought it would be fun to 
place a picture of a gnarly troll on my door post with the words, 
“Abandon Hope All Ye Who Enter!” For some strange reason my boss 
did not feel this was an appropriate first impression for new City em-
ployees to be greeted with upon arriving at my door. Now mind you I 
was the person who did their new hire paperwork. In all truth I was 
putting out the message that once you sign on the dotted line there 
was no hope, only misery and unhappiness. 
 
As Christians there needs to be an understanding that once we sign 
on the dotted line of saying yes to Christ as our Lord and Savior all will 
not be sunshine and roses. There will be trials, there will be disap-
pointments, there will be death, there will be catastrophes and the list 
goes on and on and on. Sounds like the hope we signed on for should 
be abandoned. 
 
Too often we forget that Jesus didn’t come to remove the thorns from 
the rose garden, he came to cultivate, prune, feed and care for the 
garden. For the Kingdom. For us. He came to give us the strength 
needed to get through the rough stuff and celebrate the triumphs over 
evil. He came to offer us grace that we might still bloom and grow in 
love for one another even when some of the elements might be miss-
ing or hard to find. 
 
So, my friends, bloom where you are planted, even if there appears to 
be no hope. Never forget you ARE the hope in a world that seems to 
have abandoned all hope. 
 
Christ has died, Christ has risen and Christ remains our living hope 
and grace!!! 
 
Blessings and hugs, 
 

Pastor Wendy 

God’s Masterpiece  

~Herbert Farnham  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God took the fragrance of a flower,  
The majesty of a tree,  

The gentleness of morning dew,  
The calm of a quiet sea.  

 
The beauty of the twilight hour,  

The soul of a starry night,  
The laughter of a rippling brook,  

The grace of a bird in flight.  
 

Then God fashioned from these 
things,  

A creation like no other,  
And when his masterpiece was 

through,  
He called it simply - Mother.   
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S The Prescott Valley United Methodist Church Cross Currents is published monthly.  Articles can be sub-

mitted by email to pvumcnews@outlook.com or there is a slot in the mail room to leave information.  

Deadline for articles is the 25th of each month. Photos are welcome.  If you would like to be a reporter for 

the newsletter send an email, leave a note in the mail slot or call the Newsletter Editor, John Agan at  

928-848-6757. 

Don’t forget… 

 

Annual Church Picnic 
June 3rd…after Worship 

at Mountain Valley Park 
on Loos Drive. 

 

Church will provide the 
chicken – and, we would 

appreciate it if you could 
bring the side dishes. 

 

Join in the fun and fellowship. 

CHARTER MEMBER  
CARM STAKER HONORED 

On Arbor Day, April 27th, the Prescott Valley 
Early Bird Lions Club honored Carm Staker by 
donating a tree which was planted at the Civic 
Center. 

Save the date of Tuesday, May 15th!  And, come on out to our local 

International House of Pancakes anytime from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.  If 

you mention the church we will get 20% of your bill donated to the 

church by IHOP!  Go by yourself or get a group together and enjoy a 

meal and fellowship.  Remember, they have more than just pancakes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New members will be welcomed into the church 

on Sunday, May 6th.  If interested, contact the 

church office. 

Flowers appear on 

the earth; the  

season of singing 

has come, the  

cooing of doves is 

heard in our land.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

May 
Gloria Riley—3rd 
Jon Braemer—3rd 
Vern Huebner—6 
Jeannie Spreier—9th 
Gretchen Eastman—10th 
Linda Charles—19th 
Margie Krcmarik—20th 
Larry Wilson—23rd 
Sammy Badger—28th 
Nancy Kinsel—28th 
 

June 
Helen Green—2nd 
Bonnie Mudgett—4th 
Dick DeVault—16th 
Vern McGill—20th 
Jerry Cotner—24th 
Ginny Arwine—29th 

 
 
 
 
 

May 
Steven & SallyJane Wyatt—1st 
Dave & Lu Statler—20th 
James & Marianne Totman—
22nd 
Archie & Nancy Kinsel—29th 
 

June 
Kelly & Beth Sockwell—2nd 
Dick & Jackie Lavigne—2nd 
Rev. Gary & Shelda Simons—
3rd 
Med & Anita Wulf—4th 
Darrel & Yvonne English—12th 
Al & Jan Baker—15th 
Larry & Sally Wilson—16th 
John & Bonnie Arricale—21st 

From my little corner…             
 
Oops!!  My apologies!!          
 
It seems that I actually 
slept through the news-
letter deadline for the 

April issue. 
 
March was soooo busy for me, whilst 
Pastor Wendy was away….guess I was 
just exhausted.  How she ever keeps up 
with everything and everyone is amazing. 
 
With all of this wonderful, warm weather 
there are flowers, plants and trees bloom-
ing 
all over.  But, unless we have some rain. 
soon, then they will wilt and not be able 
to grow to their full, beautiful potential. 
 
Just like all of us, yes ‘meeces’ included, 
that need God’s love and blessings in our 
lives so that we, too, would be able to  
grow to our full,  beautiful potential. 
 
So, I will pray if you will, too – for life and 
leaf sustaining moisture (within reason!). 
 
See you around…you never know which 
corner I’ll be in….. 
Your little church mouse 

A NOTE FROM BARBARA CREVELT 
 

Thank you so much for your support in helping 

me go on the Medical Mission trip sponsored by 

Paradise Valley United Methodist Church. The 

Guatemala medical mission team have all re-

turned to their respective homes and most had to 

go back to their 'real' jobs within a day of return-

ing. We had the pleasure of having 3 doctors from 

the United States and 2 Guatemalan physicians. 

They were busy examining and treating 593 pa-

tients in S different communities. Most of the 

younger patients spoke Spanish, but the older 

ones spoke primarily Quiche. The students at the 

schools liked to show the language booklets 

where they were practicing English, Spanish and 

Quiche. 

We gave out over 500 glasses! Thank you to those 

who sent me glass donations-it was greatly appreci-

ated! One older man who was blind in one eye 

wanted some glasses to help with his other weak 

eye. I was able to find a fairly strong pair of glasses. 

After putting them on, his whole countenance 

brightened up and he exclaimed ,"Excellente! Excel-

lente!" It made my day! 

-600 kids participated in Vacation Bible school which 

was themed 'Jesus Loves Me' (Jesus te ama). It in-

volved songs and games, crafts and coloring. Many 

parents sat down on the ground with their children 

helping color and put on stickers. Lessons were 

mixed in with the activities. I shared the gospel 

through the evangecube and an interpreter. All chil-

dren received a tract going over the steps of salva-

tion. They also received a packet with a notebook, 

pencil, crayons, a snack, a small stuffed toy and a 

wooden cross. At the end we gave out happy face 

finger puppets and sang 'It's a Happy Day!' 

Altogether, it involved very busy, productive days! 

We returned to the U.S. keenly aware of our many 

blessings and humbled by the generosity and friend-

liness of the rural Guatemalans. Thanks again for this 

opportunity to be a part of a great team of volun-

teers!  

 
Que Dios los bediga!(God bless you!)  
 

Barbara Crevelt  



Western Round Up  



           SENIOR CONNECTION 

Five interesting and informative  

presentations are coming up in May. 
 

 

 

May 3, Thursday NOON-1 pm 

     “Knee Pain—Osteoarthritis Causes and Treatment” 

     At Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Prescott 

 

May 10, Thursday NOON-1 pm 

     TBD 

     Prescott Valley Christian Church 

 

May 17, Thursday NOON-1 pm 

     “Financial Options for Long-Term Care” 

     At Las Fuentes Resort Village 

 

May 24, Thursday NOON-1 pm 

     “The Healing Power of Dance” 

     At American Lutheran Church, Prescott 

 

May 31, Thursday NOON-1 pm 

     “De-Mystifying Medicare” 

     At Las Fuentes Resort Village 

 

On Saturday, May 19 from 9:30 am – 2 pm at Mountain 

Valley Regional Rehabilitation Hospital, there will be a 

Stroke Awareness Fair.  For more information or to make 

Free lunch reservation, call Karen Russell at 602-540-5310 

or email karenrussell@ernesthealth.com 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY CLASSES 

 
The three tenets of Lay Servant Ministries are: Leading; Caring; and 

Communicating. All are topics that enable us to function more effec-

tively in our church, community and personal lives. 

 

 As you can see, we are hosting the July  training here on our campus 

…so, we hope many of you will support this event by registering and 

attending. 

 

July 13 & 14   @ Prescott Valley UMC 

“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry –  

Basic Class”  

and, also… 

“Lay Servants Lead in Conflict Resolution” 

 

The training hours are: Friday 5:30 -8:30 p.m.  light dinner served 

Saturday  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  light breakfast/lunch served 

 

Registration fee: $30.00 

 

Please contact Jeannie Ward prior to registering – she will have more 

details and information to assist/guide you. Registration is done online 

through the dscumc.org website. (it is recommended that your first 

class should be: Basic Class)) 

From Bradshaw Moun-
tain Middle School, our  
Adopted School, Brook-

lyn Kaufman is honored as the Student of 
the Month by  the Early Bird Lions Club.  
Shown from the left are teacher, Hunter 
Stephens, Lion ‘Gloria Grose, Brooklyn.                                   

Congratulations, Brooklyn! 

FREE Dial-A-Ride Taxi vouchers: 

 

Yes!  Our Care & Nurture Team has 

Dial-A-Ride Taxi company taxi vouchers , 

 free to you. 

They are available for use to attend any  

church service or event. The vouchers can  

also be used for local Prescott Valley  

medical/dental/lab appts. 

 

We have had generous donations from 

our Ladies’ Circle groups and from 

members over the past 3 years to  

enable this program to continue. 

 

Want to know more about how to 

receive some vouchers?, or how the 

program works, please contact: 

Jeannie Ward 

Care & Nurture Team 

Saturday, May 12th 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Join our church family in a 
friendly walk/run through the 
streets of downtown Pres-
cott Valley.  The Bear Dash 

will start at the PV Police Station and will wind around the 
surrounding area ending back at the Civic Center.  PVUMC will 
enter a team in the event.  If you are interested contact the 
church office. 
 
The 1st Annual Bear Dash is presented by the Humboldt Educa-
tion Foundation and all proceeds go to support students and 
teachers in the HUSD.  This fun event is part of the Prescott 
Valley Days, celebrating 40 years. 



PVUMC will be participating in the  
Team Up to Clean Up event  

 
See the Volunteer Clean Up Schedule below 



Nearly 40 percent of people age 65 and 
older have at least one disability according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau.  Of these 15 
million people, two-thirds of them say they 
have difficulty in walking or climbing. 
Some mobility impairments are acquired at 
birth, while others are caused by accidents, 
illnesses, or the natural process of aging. 
When interacting with a wheelchair user, it is 
important to remember the following: 

Personal space – Do not push, lean on, 
or hold onto a person’s wheelchair 
unless the person asks you to.  The 
wheelchair is part of his or her per-
sonal space. 

Eye-to-eye – Try to put yourself at eye 
level when talking with someone in a 
wheelchair.  Sit or kneel in front of 
the person. 

Clear a path – Rearrange furniture or 
objects to accommodate a wheel-
chair before the person arrives. 

Know the geography – If asked, know 
where someone can find accessible 
restrooms, telephones, and water 
fountains in the building. 

Directions – When giving directions to a 
person in a wheelchair, consider dis-
tance, weather conditions, and 
physical obstacles (curbs, stairs, 
steep hills, etc.). 

Vocabulary – Avoid inappropriate terms 
such as “cripple,” “confined to a 
wheelchair,” “bed-ridden,” 
“wheelchair-bound,” “deformed,” and 
“suffering from a disability.”  Instead, 
use terms such as “person with a 
physical disability” or “person who 
uses a wheelchair.” 

This is the second in a series of articles on 
disability awareness.  Future topics will in-
clude deafness and hearing impairment, 
mental illness, hidden disabilities, and ser-
vice animals. 

FAREWELL 

There will be a Farewell Open 
House for District Superinten-
dent  Neil Leftwich as he jour-
neys to West Virginia for new 
beginnings. 

Open House 
Sunday, May 6 from 4 to 6 

p.m. 
Willowbrook UMC 
19390 N. 99th Ave. 

Sun City, AZ  
 

RSVP to Carla Whitmire 
602-798-8236 

Homer Simpson swoons for doughnuts.  
Cats swoon for catnip. And bookworms 
swoon for books.  We have our very own 
swoon station (also called the Library) at 
PVUMC across the hall from the Parlor.  
The walls are lined with books on a variety 
of subjects.  The room has been dusted 
and vacuumed so it won’t tickle your 
nose, but if you are a bookworm, chances 
are you will be tickled just the same. 
I periodically drop in and pick up a book; 

there’s fiction and non-fiction. 
 
The latest volume I borrowed is a sort of ode to Billy Graham written by a long-
time friend.  Since the great Rev. Graham recently passed away, it seemed like a 
fitting time to read more about him.  I have read biographies of him and also his 
wife Ruth. 
 
The book is essentially a long love letter written to Woody’s dear friend so that 
he could benefit from the tribute in his lifetime.  You will learn that the North 
Carolina farm boy had a genuine love for people and a gentle sense of humor.  If 
you’ve never been to a Billy Graham Crusade and even if you have (like me), you 
will also learn about the extensive preparation involved and learn a few things 
about what happens behind the scenes.  Oh, and the book has pictures!  It is 
however marked-up throughout by the donor. 
 
When you’ve finished reading, you will come away with a greater appreciation 
for a man who truly surrendered his whole life to be a servant to God. 
Billy by Sherwood Eliot Wirt, Crossway Books, 1997. 271 pages. 
Drop in to the library when you are in the Fellowship Hall building and borrow 
something good to read.  Then perhaps, share your thoughts with us in a review.  
A table and chairs have been conveniently placed in the room for those who may 
feel a swoon coming on.  Lisa Van Wormer. 



PRESCOTT VALLEY UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

 

 

8944 East Sommer Drive 

Prescott Valley, AZ, 86314 

(928) 772-6366 

 

Website: pvumcpv.org 

 

 

Address Correction Requested 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES 
 
9:00  a.m.       Adult Bible Study 
10:30 a.m.      Children’s Sunday  School 
10:30 a.m.      Traditional Worship 
 
 

CLERGY LEADERSHIP 
Bishop                      Robert T. Hoshibata 
Dist. Supt.                Neil Leftwich 
Pastor                       Wendy Swanson 
Pastor Emeritus        Gary Simons 
Lay Leader               Jeannie Ward 
 
……………………………………………… 
 
Admin. Assistant      Lisa Van Wormer 
Choir Director           Mary Roberts 
Accompanist            Sarah Moglewer 

Our Mission Statement 

Reaching up in prayer, reach-

ing out in love, and reaching 

in for guidance by the Holy 

Spirit.  


